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V\El COME to our first Tasmenian Aboriginal
Heritage Legislation Newsletter.

Thank you to those who have already registered their
interest. We will be adding people to our contact list
throughout the project. In fact, you can now register online.

The project team has been busy with the initial rounds of

consultation, getting the website up and preparing an
information booklet. A report on first round consultations is
featured in this newsletter.

If you would like to be involved in the development of this
new legislation, or simply be kept informed of progress,

please contact the Aboriginal Heritage Office - details are
on page four. Your input is what this process is all about!

PSDE THSIESEE Project Website Goes Live

Quality Consultation Page 2

: : Our website is now up and running, and you can visit at www.tahl.tas.gov.aul.
Co-operation with Industry Page3 The site contains information about why new legislation is necessary, as well as
some fascinating insights into Tasmanian Aboriginal heritage places and values.

Hrst Round of Consultations Page 4

. : We will also be adding to a collection of project papers, including reports and
Aboriginal Gommunity media releases, to keep you up to date as the project develops.
Working Group Page 4

There are 32 recorded Aboriginal rock art sites around Tasmania.




A process that will resullt in improved
Aboriginal heritage legislation for
Tasmania is being conducted through an
extensive series of consultations with the
Tasmanian community.

Currently, the major source of protection
for Aboriginal Heritage in Tasmania is the
Aboriginal Relics Act. This legislation was
enacted back in 1975. For some time now,
it has been considered to be ineffective
and difficult to apply, creating problems for
both government and land users.

In the past there have been several
attempts to review the Act. These have
been unsuccessful, mostly due to the
major limitations of this out-dated
legislation. For this reason, rather than
attempt another review, the Tasmanian
Government has committed itself to
developing new legislation.

To begin the process, a Steering
Committee has been formed to oversee
the project and to establish a number of
key aspirations:

- to better protect Tasmanian Aboriginal
Heritage;

- to empower the Tasmanian Aboriginal
people;

- to achieve better integration with existing
management and planning processes; and
- to provide more certainty, for long term
planning to those who own and
sustainably use land in Tasmania.

To find out more, visit our web site.

Consultations are open to all those interested in
and affected by Aboriginal Heritage.

The first phase of the project began with
a preliminary round of consultations in July,
2005. The project teamiis also seeking input
froma broader range of interest groups
through regional public consultation and
briefings.

These consultations are designed to
capture a wide range of ideas from people
concerned about Aboriginal heritage
protection, or the passible effect of new
legislation. Input and comments from these
consultations will be used as a basis for
discussion papers to be released in 2006.

Quality Consultation

Tasmanians will be able to comment on
a number of models and options that seek
to achieve the outcomes that people have
identified as important.

All discussion papers will be available to
the public from the project website, or by
request fromthe Aboriginal Heritage Office.

Some of the issues will be complex and
it is anticipated that there will need to be
close co-operation and negotiation with
stakeholders to achieve the best possible
outcomes. What is certain is that the
process will result in new Aboriginal
heritage legislation that better serves the
needs of the Aboriginal and non Aboriginal
community, industry, planners, farmers and
recreational groups.

For the Aboriginal community, it will
provide a long overdue improvement in the
effectiveness of protection for one of
Tasmania’s most important cultural assets,
and more involverment in decision-making
and management of Aboriginal heritage.

For farmers it will mean better under-
standing of the requirements for Aboriginal
heritage protection, a range of measures to
support agricultural activity and fewer
surprises in managing for sustainable
production.

For industry, there will be more certainty
for planning and development and a
process that is better integrated with other
assessment systens.
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Co-operation with Industry

* Making an effort to manage Aboriginal sites
can benefit commercial operations.”

ZINIFEX HOBART SMELTERIis an
outstanding exanple of a major manufac-
turer that is proud to protect Aboriginal
heritage places. Sitill known to many
Tasmanians simply as the ‘Zinc Works', the
plant first began operation in 1916. By the
early 1920s, it was the world®largest zinc
smelter. Today it remains one of the largest
Zinc operations in the world, producing
around 250,000 tonnes of zinc metal each
year.

The story of human activity on the Zinifex
site dates back much further than 1916.

In 1997, Aboriginal shell midden sites, rich
with information about life in Tasmania over
5,000 years ago, were rediscovered by one
of the company’s environmental officers
during removal of a 40 year old slag heap.
Despite residential and industrial develop-
ment over the past 200 years, many of these
middens have survived on the Derwent fore-
shore.

The numerous exposures of middens on
the Zinifex site are directly opposite Bedlam
Walls, where Aboariginal rock shelters can be
found. In nearby Shag Bay is a stone tool
quarry site. These Aboriginal heritage places
occur at one of the narrowest parts of the
estuary - a popular place where Aboriginal
people would have regularly crossed.

Visiting the site with Zinifex Environmental
Advisor, Damien Lynes, it is easy to imagine
the Aboriginal lifestyle of the time, feasting
on a plentiful supply of local shellfish, swinm:-
ming acrass the river and making longer
voyages in bark canoes.

Zinifex are enthusiastic about protecting
this extensive midden site. They have
produced a cultural heritage site manage-
ment procedures manual and care for the
area as part of their Inshallah/Loogana wet
lands system. In recent years the company
has won a range of awards for these environ-
mental initiatives.

“Making an effort to protect and manage
(Aboriginal) sites doesn't necessarily mean
an impediment to commercial operation,”
said Mr Lynes.

Although appreciation of the area'’s cultural

importance is promoted, Zinifex do not
encourage people to visit the site.

“WYWe want to raise awareness, but not
to the point where it could disturb the site,”
said Mr Lynes.

At one of the company’s recent regular
staff meetings for their 500 plus employees,
awareness and protection of the site
provided a central theme.

“Employees were really interested, they
didn’t know they (middens) were onthe
property,” explained Mr Lynes. “Ermployees
are really keen that they are protected.”

Damien Lynes, Zinifex Environmental Advisor, at the protected midden site. The midden contains
oyster and mussel shells. Both were once plentiful and fit for human consumgtion in the Derwent
Estuary. With the improving health of the river it is hoped that they will recover these qualities.
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Hrst Round of Consultations

“Atransparent and negotiated approach to community consultation is necessary.”

Development of new Tasmanian Aboriginal
Heritage Legislation (TAHL) is relying heavily
on input from every day Tasmanians: the
Aboriginal community, political and business
leaders, land owners and users. Anyone who
is interested will have the opportunity to have
their say.

To kick the consultations off, a series of
meetings were held in July with a range of
organisations representing Aboriginal commu-
nity, industry, conservation and planning.

These meetings were important to identify
key concerns and suggestions for achieving
better protection for Aboriginal heritage in the
state. Participants from these four meetings
discussed the shortfalls of existing processes
and their aspirations for new and improved
legislation.

TAHL project co-ordinator, Greg Lehman
said that the independently facilitated
meetings confirmed the project’s consultation
processes and produced an understanding of
key issues.

“We were delighted with the variety of input
from various groups and the need for better
legislation was clear from these meetings.”

Of 37 organisations invited to the First
Round meetings, 50% were able to attend.
Follow up meetings and discussions are now
being held with organisations that did not at-
tend, as well as many other interested people.

A number of organisations offered the use
of newsletters, magazines, meetings and
other facilities to assist in the consulltative
process.

Several key issues were identified:

» The current regime is ineffective and
inefficient for all parties;

« Aboriginal heritage in Tasmania requires
more effective protection, with direct involve-
ment of the Tasmanian Aboriginal people and
recognition of Aboriginal cultural values;

» Protection processes should be integrated
with other planning and development schemes
to provide reliable, quality and timely assess-
ments and determinations;

* Protection should be achieved through a
package of measures, including information,
education, training and resources;

* Private land tenure and ownership should
be recognised;

+ Co-operation between the Aboriginal
community, land owners and users should be
encouraged, building on existing networks;

» Discussion should be facilitated on issues to
minimise conflict by seeking early resolution;
* Consistency with relevant Commonwealth
legislation is necessary.

The meetings enmphasised the necessity for
a transparent and negotiated approach to
stakeholder consultations and strongly
supported the approach being taken to
community consultation on this important
project.

Outcomes from these consulltations have
recently been presented to a round of regional
forums in Hobart, Launceston and Bumie. A
report on the resuts of these forums will be
included in our next newsletter.

A bulletin - Summary of Round One Stakeholder Consultations: Meetings with Peak Stakeholder Representative Organisations,

can be found on the project website at www.tahl.tas.gov.au

Aboriginal Community Working Group

The Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea Council (TALSC) is working with the Aboriginal community to form an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Working Group. It is anticipated that this group will provide advice through the Office OF Aboriginal Affairs, on awide range of issues affecting
Aboriginal heritage and how new Aboriginal heritage legislation can best meet the needs of the community.

If you would like to know more about the Working Group, please contact the Manager of the TALSC, Mr Calin Hughes by phoning 6231 0288,

Department of Tourism, Parks, Heritage and the Arts Department of Premier and Cabinet
Aboriginal Heritage Cffice Cffice of Aboriginal Affairs
GPO Box 771, HOBART 7001 GPO Box 1156, HOBART 7001
(03) 6216 4471 (03) 62333671
fax. (03) 62 335555 fax. (03) 62 33 4506
tahl@dtpha.tas.gov.au tahl@dpac.tas.gov.au




